
Site B, Upton in Northamptonshire, is a development of 204 homes of 42 different types on seven blocks. Jointly 
sponsored by The Princeôs Foundation, English Partnerships and Northampton Borough Council, Uptonôs strict 
design brief fully embraces the principles of sustainable construction. Upton, as a whole, will comprise of about 
2000 homes, a school, shops, offices and the final phase will be complete in 2010.  The overall vision for Upton 
is that it will become a neighbourhood of mixed housing where a diverse community will evolve.  The develop-
ment aims to become a prime example of national best practice in delivering sustainable neighbourhoods. 

 

GALE & SNOWDEN ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS  
 

Plots 1 -19 Block 6 Site B, Upton, Northampton  

Overview of Environmental Features 
This development benefits from: 

Rainwater harvesting 
Sedum (green) roofs (flat roofs only) 
Solar water heating 
Photovoltaic slates 
Low NOx A-rated gas condensing 
boilers 
Full low energy lighting 
Designed for maximum solar gain 
High levels of insulation 
Sustainable materials specification 

The BREAM Assessment 
This case study covers 19 houses in Site B all of which 
score 80% on the EcoHomes scale. 
 

The development achieved full marks in the Pollution and 
Water categories within EcoHomes and gained nearly all 
available credits in the Energy and Materials sections. 
 

Key Facts 
BREEAM Rating: EXCELLENT 
Score: 80.25% 
Number of Units: 19 
Stage: Design & Post Construction 
BREEAM Version: EcoHomes 2005 

Plots 1-19 Block 6 Site B is a traditional street with a mix of contemporary and traditional homes of different 
sizes and prices, all of which have front doors opening onto the pavement.  The development has been awarded 
one of the three BRE 2007 BREEAM Excellence awards and has also been awarded a silver standard CABE 
óBuilding for Life Awardô and has been named as the Top Sustainable Community by the East Midlands Branch 
of the Royal Town Planning Institute. 
 
Hank Dittmar, Chief Executive of the Princes Trust had the following to say about the BREEAM award ñmy 
greatest ambition for this award is that it will turn the tables and convince British developers that eco design is 
not style dependent, we recently held a conference which asserted that traditional design could be greenðthis 
award makes that point robustly.ò 

As well as designing some of the buildings for this site, Gale & 
Snowden Architects worked closely with the other design partners, 
Prophyrios Associates, the Princes Trust and Cornhill Estates Lim-
ited as the ecological design consultants for the site by giving sus-
tainable construction advice and guidance to the team.  


