
The óArkô is one of the first purpose built collection stores in the world to be designed to stringent environmental 
specifications using passive design techniques.  The innovative low environmental impact two storey building is 
super-insulated, air tight, with extremely high levels of thermal mass internally which enables the building to re-
tain an inter-seasonal  balanced internal environment (temperature and humidity in particular) without the need 
for artificial and energy intensive air-conditioning. 
 

The design has saved Exeter City Council Ã350,000 of capital funding construction costs for this project by elimi-
nating the need for air-conditioning and large scale heating equipment as well as the estimated saving in the re-
gion of Ã30,000 per annum in running costs when compared to a standard new-build collection store.  The óArkô 
demonstrates that designing environmentally responsibly can be less expensive than traditional methods and 
that innovative design pays. 
 

The project is on programme and on budget. It has attracted a lot of attention throughout the world, with world 
specialists having visited the site and the designers.  Experts have hailed the design for the óArkô as being óthe 
best in the worldô. 
 

The way has been pioneered, by Exeter City Council, to show other museums the way forward for a low carbon 
solution to museum collection store design for the future. 
 
 
 
 
 

Project name and location: Ark Collection Store, Exeter 
Value:   Ã2,100,000 
Procurement:   Traditional JCT Building Contract 
Architects services:    RIBA Workstage CðL 
Completion:    2007 
Client:        Exeter City Council 
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ARK Collection, Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter  
 


